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SUBJECT: GAWU CALL FOR 24-HOUR GENERAL STRIKE FAILS 

SUMMARY: GAWU ATTEMPT TO ENLIST TUC SUPPORT FOR 
24-HOUR GENERAL STRIKE BEFORE CHRISTMAS HAS FAILED. 
HOWEVER, TUC HAS ACCEPTED A PROPOSAL BY THE STRIKING 
GUYANA AGRICULTURAL WORKERS' UNION (GAWU) TO STATE 
PUBLICLY ITS POSITION ON CURRENT SUGAR STRIKE, NOW 
WELL OVER 100 DAYS IN DURATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING THE PAST WEEK, EMBASSY RECEIVED REPORTS 
FROM USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCES THAT THE PPP-SUPPORTED 
GUYANA AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL WORKERS' UNION 
(GAWU), WHICH CONTROLS THE COUNTRY'S SUGAR CANE 
WORKERS WHO HAVE BEEN ON STRIKE FOR WELL OVER 100 
DAYS, WOULD TRY TO GAIN SUPPORT FOR A 24-HOUR 
GENERAL STRIKE BEFORE CHRISTMAS AT A TUC (GUYANA 
TRADES UNION CONGRESS) EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING 
SET FOR DECEMBER 21.; COLLABORATING WITH GAWU IN 
SUPPORT OF THIS ACTION WOULD BE THE NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL, COMMERCIAL AND 
INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYEES (NAACIE), UNIVERSITY OF GUYANA 
STAFF ASSOCIATION :UGSA), MANPOWER CITIZENS' 
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ASSOCIATION (MPCA) AND THE CLERICAL AND COMMERCIAL 
WORKERS' UNION (CCWU). 

2. THE PRINCIPAL ISSUES ON WHICH GAWU WOULD REQUEST 
THE TUC TO TAKE A DECISION WERE: 

(A) THAT GAWU BE GIVEN RADIO TIME TO EXPLAIN ITS 
POSITION AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING UP TO THE 
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SUGAR STRIKE: 

(B) TO CALL A 24-HOUR GENERAL STRIKEV 

(C) TO CALL ON ITS AFFILIATES TO GIVE FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO THE STRIKING SUGAR WORKERS; 

(D) FOR THE TUC TO MAKE PUBLIC ITS POSITION ON THE 
SUGAR STRIKE. 

3. LOCAL MEDIA ON DECEMBER 22 AND DECEMBER 23, 
REPORTED THAT THE CALL BY GAWU FOR A 24-HOUR GENERAL 
STRIKE BEFORE CHRISTMAS WAS REJECTED DURING A 
MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE TUC ON 
DECEMBER 21. 

4. TUC GENERAL SECRETARY JOSEPH POLLYDORE WAS 
REPORTED AS HAVING SAID THAT AFTER SOME DISCUSSION 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DECIDED THAT: 

(A) IF RADIO TIME WAS TO BE GIVEN, IT SHOULD BE 
GIVEN TO THE TUC AND NOT TO THE UNION INVOLVED IN 
THE STRIKE BECAUSE THE TUC WAS HANDLING THE MATTER; 

(B) ON THE QUESTION OF CALLING A 24-HOUR GENERAL 
STRIKE, IT WAS DECIDED THAT SUCH A STRIKE AT THIS 
TIME WOULD HAVE LITTLE EFFECT; 

(C) THE TUC WOULD NOT, AT THIS STAGE, CALL ON 
ITS AFFILIATES TO GIVE FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE 
STRIKING WORKERS; 

(D) THE TUC WOULD AGREE TO PUBLICLY STATE ITS POSITION 
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ON THE STRIKE. 

5. MEDIA REPORTS ADDED THAT POLLYDORE WAS REQUESTED 
BY THE TUC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO DRAFT STATEMENT 
CONCERNING THE SUGAR STRIKE AND GAWU'S DEMANDS 
WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED AT NEXT TUC EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN TWO WEEK'S 
TIME. 
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